CHAPTER III
DISEASES OF THE UDDER
DAIEY cows are kept for their ability to produce milk. A healthy and efficiently functioning udder is the chief asset of a good dairy cow. A pedigree is only as good as the milk-producing qualities of the line of females in the family tree. The modern cow secretes many times the quantity of milk nature intended her to produce and, as a result, the udder has become one of the most sensitive and highly developed organs of her body. This is a day of specialization, and the dairy business is no exception to this rule.
Intensive feeding and breeding methods have brought about an abnormal condition of the udder. It has greatly increased in size. This alone has led to some disturbances. The animal herself is highstrung and may even be said to be temperamental. The record-breaking cow on test is often handled with special care lest anything disturb her nervous reactions and thus lessen the milk-flow. Present refinements of feeding, breeding, and handling have given rise to certain udder troubles seldom seen in the little red cow of former years. The cow of today is far too valuable to permit careless handling. Most dairymen have come to realize that the health of a good cow should not be ruined by mistreatment of the udder. Darning needles and hatpins are decidedly out of fashion in the treatment of hard milkers. The udders of many good cows have been ruined by the introduction of dirty milk tubes into the teat-duct. More udders have been destroyed by the general misuse of milking tubes than were ever benefited by the treatment. A
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